
Appendix 1.
Newbury Town Council
PUBLIC Minutes of the Staff Sub-Committee held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newbury at 10.00 am on 25 August 2021.
Present: 

Councillors Martin Colston (Chairman), Jeff Beck, Sarah Slack (substitute) and Nigel Foot            (Substitute)
In Attendance:
Hugh Peacocke, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Apologies for absence
Councillors Olivia Lewis, Elizabeth O’Keeffe, Andy Moore and Vaughan Miller.
57. Declarations of interest and dispensations
There were no declarations regarding the items on the agenda. 
58. Minutes of the Staff Sub- Committee meeting held on 18 August 2021

Proposed: Councillor Jeff Beck


Seconded: Councillor Nigel Foot

Resolved that the Chairman sign the minutes of the Staff Sub- Committee meeting held on 18 August 2021 as a true record.
59.  Exclusion of the press and public

Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston


Seconded: Councillor Nigel Foot
Resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential personal nature of the business to be transacted.
60. A complaint received from a member of the public
The Chairman invited the complainant to outline the grounds for his complaint. The complainant’s son read out a prepared statement, detailing allegations that the CEO had “conspired and colluded” with West Berkshire District Council to have a Notice served on the complainant. The notice prohibits the complainant from carrying on certain activities.
The CEO denied the allegations, saying that Newbury Town Council were not a party to those proceedings and had twice declined to become involved in same. 

Members asked questions of both the complainant and the CEO before asking them to leave the meeting while they considered the complaint.
Proposed: Cllr Martin Colston

Seconded: Cllr Sarah Slack
Resolved:  That the subcommittee totally rejects the claim made by the complainant against the Council’s CEO and that the Council writes as follows to the complainant:

1.
We find no evidence that Mr Peacocke “conspired and colluded” with West Berkshire Council (WBC), Thames Valley Police or any other bodies in the drawing up or serving of the Notice (CPN) on the complainant.

2.
In fact, Mr Peacocke was invited to participate in the process by WBC on              2 separate occasions and in both cases he declined and said that Newbury Town Council (NTC) would not be involved.

3.
NTC have no details about what is contained in the Notice or the evidence that was provided in order to serve the Notice. In fact, NTC only became aware of the existence of the Notice following communication about it from the complainant.
4.  WBC has confirmed explicitly that WBC did not “collaborate (or conspire)” with either NTC or Mr Peacocke in relation to the Notice.

We would like to note that during the meeting, Members repeatedly informed                                                the complainant of the following:

1.
The interpretation and enforcement of the law in this issue  is a matter for the police and the courts; it has nothing to do with NTC.

Unanimous vote in support of the above
The meeting finished at 11.30 am.

Signed: ___________________


Date: ____________


             Chairman
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