NEWBURY TOWN COUNCIL                                                               CIVIC PRIDE, ARTS & CULTURE


Minutes of a meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts, & Culture Committee held in the Council Chamber on Monday 27th February 2023 at 7.30pm
Present

Councillors Martin Colston; Billy Drummond; Sue Farrant; Stuart Gourley; David Marsh; Gary Norman; and Elizabeth O’Keeffe (Chairperson)
Officer present: 
Elisa Mullen, Civic Manager
51.
Apologies for absence
Apologies: Councillors Jo Day (attended via Zoom); Steve Masters & Sarah Slack
Absent: Councillor Olivia Lewis

52.
Declaration of Interest and Dispensations
The Civic Manager declared that Councillors Billy Drummond and David Marsh are also  Members of West Berkshire Council, which is declared as a general interest on their behalf and a dispensation is in place to allow them to partake in discussions relating to West Berkshire Council business.
53.
Minutes



53.1
Proposed: Councillor Billy Drummond
Seconded: Councillor Stuart Gourley
Resolved: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts & Culture Committee held on Monday 28th November 2022 be approved and signed by the Chairperson.
53.2 Actions from previous meeting
Actions were completed and further outcomes to be discussed through relevant agenda items in this meeting.
The Civic Manager reported on the status follow up actions from Item 45 – Music Festival and discussions that took place with Thatcham Town Council’s Events Manager regarding the resource and finance that they put into hosting their Thatcham Festival and that it’s not something that Newbury Town Council are able to resource. It was also noted that there seemed to be no further discussions or arrangements with Newbury BID regarding their Arts & Culture Festival which was due to take place in Summer 2023.
54.
Questions and petitions from members of the public
There were none.
55.
Members’ questions and petitions
There were none.
56.
Newbury Twin Town Association


The Council received a report from the Newbury Twin Town Association on their activities of the past year, and their forthcoming activities.

A question was raised regarding putting Carcaixent on the approach road signs located on the Town boundary welcoming people into Newbury. The Civic Manager explained that following discussions with the Community Services team, to replace the signage would be a very expensive job due to the depleting state of the posts which the signs are attached to, and that any work done on them would require a highway order to ensure the safety of workers which will become very expensive. A short term solution which could be explored is looking at the possibility of putting stickers over the current Twin Town signs with the new information before looking at potential sponsorship as a long term option to refurbish the signs. The Civic Manager put this on the action log to be explored.
57.
Art on the Park 
A verbal report was presented by Cllr Sue Farrant on behalf of the Art on the Park organising group on the status of arrangements for 2023. The organisers are very keen to host two events 2023, one at the end of May and the other the end of August, on the bank holiday weekends.

Positive feedback had been received about both events, and the group have an aim to expand their committee with people who have marketing expertise.

The committee are very grateful for the support of Newbury Town Council, and thanked us for our ongoing support and resource. 

Once plans are in place for 2023’s events, there will be a call out for volunteer stewards to assist with Art on the Park for 2023.

58.
Newbury Town Council Silver Anniversary Working Group 

The Committee were presented with a report on the events which have taken place as part of the commemorations for Newbury Town Council’s Silver anniversary over the past year.

Thanks was recorded to all Working Group members who helped bring the programme of events together and took part in the delivery of a successful programme which was fun and enjoyable to host.

59. 
Newbury Town Trails

Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston

Seconded: Councillor Sue Farrant

Resolved: The draft versions of the new Public Art Map and the Blue Plaque Map were approved, with minor changes to spelling and colours, to go to print ready for distribution in Spring 2023.
60. 
Newbury Town Civic Awards 2023


The Civic Manager updated the Committee that the nomination period for the Civic Awards 2023 was now closed. A total of 25 nominations were received in total, which the most ever received as part of the scheme. The judging panel came together to decide the winners earlier that day. 

The presentation evening will be taking place on Wednesday 15th March.
61. 
Mayor Making 2023


The Committee noted that Mayor Making would be taking place on Sunday 14th May at The Corn Exchange. 

The Civic Manager explained that arrangements are already taking shape and have to take in the uncertainty of the Elections at the start of May. Therefore help from the Combined Cadet Force and entertainment from Sing For Fun has already been sought.

Full details of Mayor Making will be presented to the new administration at Full Council on 10th May 2023.
62. 
King Charles III Coronation Commemorations


The current guidance on national and local arrangements for King Charles III’s Coronation weekend were noted by the Committee in a report.
Proposed: Councillor Gary Norman

Seconded: Councillor Martin Colston

Resolved: The recommendation to encourage local communities to host events celebrating the Coronation, with an aim for the Mayor to attend as many as possible was resolved.
63. 
Mayor’s Festive Afternoon Tea

Proposed: Councillor Billy Drummond

Seconded: Councillor Stuart Gourley

Resolved: The recommendation to have the Mayor’s Festive Afternoon Tea was approved to be a permanent fixture in the Civic Calendar in place of the Mayor’s Drive & Tea Party.
64. 
Ebb & Flow Information Panel

Proposed: Councillor Sue Farrant

Seconded: Councillor Martin Colston

Resolved: The recommendation for the refurbishment of the former Ebb & Flow information panel was approved to be repurposed for sharing information about Lock Cottage.

Draft wording for the panel would be brought to the next committee meeting, following consultation with local historians. 
65. 
Civic Manager’s Reports

The Civic Manager presented the following reports to the Committee:
· Civic Carol Service Thanks were noted to all Councillors who attended, and to those who gave readings as part of the service.
· Raising the Profile of the Council in the Community. The letters of congratulations that the Mayor has sent to residents and organisations in the community were noted.
66. 
Flying the Pride Progress Flag from the Town Hall


Proposed: Councillor Martin Colston


Seconded: Councillor Sue Farrant

Resolved: That Newbury Town Council will fly the Pride Progress Flag from the Town Hall for the duration of Newbury Pride & World Pride Day 2023. 

The Civic Manager will contact Newbury Pride to let them know that this was approved.

67. 
Flying the Town Flag from the Town Hall
Members considered the proposal to revert to flying the Town Flag as the default flag from the Town Hall.

Due to the recent anniversary taking place, the Council felt that solidarity needed to be extended further. Therefore, this proposal failed to gain support.
This item will remain on the forward work programme for discussion at the next Committee meeting on 3rd July 2023.
68. 
Civic Events
a. The information regarding Civic Events held since the last meeting of this committee was received and noted.
b. The information relating to future Civic Events as detailed on the agenda was received and noted by the Committee.

c. No new ideas were put forward for suggestions for future events and activities.
69.
Forward Work Programme for Civic Pride, Arts & Leisure Committee Meetings.
The following items are to be added to the forward working programme:
· Approach Road Signs, Twin Towns
· Ebb & Flow Information Panel Refurbishment

· Flying the Ukrainian Flag
The Committee also wanted to record their thanks to the Civic Manager and wish her all the best as she goes off on Maternity Leave.
There being no further business the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 8:27pm.
Chairperson:
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