NEWBURY TOWN COUNCIL                                                               CIVIC PRIDE, ARTS & CULTURE


Minutes of a meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts, & Culture Committee held in the Council Chamber on Monday 4 September 2023 at 7.30pm
Present:

Councillors Phil Barnett; Vera Barnett, Jo Day, Ian Jee (sub Meg Thomas); David Harman; Chris Hood; Steve Masters; Andy Moore (sub Billy Drummond) and Gary Norman
Officers present: 
Virginia Robins, Civic Manager (Maternity Cover)
Amy Xing, Corporate Services Officer
1. Apologies for absence

            Apologies: Councillors Nigel Foot, Billy Drummond, Meg Thomas
2. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations
The Civic Manager declared that Councillor Phil Barnett is also a member of the West Berkshire Council, which is declared as a general interest and a dispensation is in place to allow him to partake in discussions relating to West Berkshire Council business.
3. Minutes 

            
Proposed: Councillor Phil Barnett
Seconded: Councillor Steve Masters
Resolved: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Civic Pride, Arts & Culture Committee held on Monday 3rd July 2023 be approved and signed by the Chairperson.
Actions from previous meeting
Actions were completed and further outcomes to be discussed through relevant agenda items in this meeting.
4. Questions and petitions from members of the public
There were none.

5.
Members’ questions and petitions

There were none.

6. 
West Berkshire Libraries presentation
The Committee received an update from Felicity Harrison, Culture and Libraries Manager at West Berkshire Council regarding recent service developments following the Libraries Review. Councillors asked several questions and Felicity said she would forward more details about the recent increase in numbers of members and other information that councillors requested. The service was congratulated for receiving ‘Library of Sanctuary Status’ in recognition of the work they do in collaboration with Educafe to welcome and support refugees and people seeking sanctuary in our communities.
7. Report on Remembrance Sunday Planning (Appendix 3)


The Committee received a report from the Civic Manager on this year’s Remembrance Sunday planning. A meeting had been held with key stakeholders on 21 August with the Royal British Legion and other representatives includes the Police, Kennet Radio, Buglers, Scouts, Civic Team etc to discuss planning for the Parade this year. All is progressing well.
8. Heritage Open Day (Appendix 4)
The Committee received a report from the Civic Manager on this year’s Heritage Open Day on 9th September. The theme this year is ‘Creativity Unwrapped’ and we have a full rota of councillors for which the Civic Manager expressed thanks. Steve Masters confirmed he was available and will be added to the rota. As well as regalia displays there will also be pictures from Newbury Art Group, a local resident’s painting of the old Newbury Theatre and a display from the Friends of Newtown Cemetery.
9. Local Democracy Working Group (Appendix 5)
The Committee received a report from the Civic Manager on the latest plans for Local Democracy Working Week. 

Primary and secondary schools are due to to take part in the Local Democracy Initiative between 9th and 20th October. Gary Norman asked if i-college could also be included in the invitation list and said he would invite them directly. Jo Day requested that a reminder letter go to Link councillors to ask them to connect with their local school.
10. Art on the Park (Appendix 6)
The Committee received a report from the Cllr Jo Day on the Art on the Park event which had gone very well. Two more events were scheduled to take place next year on 26th May and 25th August. Jo requested a councillor representative to volunteer to be on the Art on the Park committee to help support next year’s events and Steve Masters offered his services.
11. Ebb and Flow information Panel Refurbishment (Appendix 7)
The Civic Manager reminded Councillors that they had all be forwarded the draft text from local historian David Peacocke. Councillors were happy with the text but queried whether there would be any pictures. They also asked for the text to be mocked up into a display and then they will vote to take it forward.
12. Town Hall Flag Flying Policy (Appendix 8)
The Committee received a report from Cllr Jo Day regarding the event that took place on 1 September to ‘retire’ the previous Ukrainian flag that has been replaced with a new one to show solidarity with the Ukrainian community. It was a very successful event with many Ukrainian guests and councillors attending. A press release will be sent out.
13. Raising the profile of the Council in the Community
The Meeting received the list of Mayoral letters sent since the last meeting of the Council. Councillors were impressed by the number. Steve Masters asked if the letters are being published on twitter as well as Facebook. The Civic Manager confirmed they are but there had been some IT glitches with twitter recently which would be resolved.
14. Civic Events
a. The information regarding Civic Events held since the last meeting of this committee was received and noted.
- Angels of Ukraine
b. The information relating to future Civic Events as detailed on the agenda was received and noted by the Committee.
- Annual Bowls Match (Wednesday 6th September)
c. One new idea had been put forward as a suggestions for a  future activity – a local artist Kate Oppel had proposed sculpting a statue of Paddington Bear and the Queen based on the popular video that was shown depicting them taking tea together. Further research had shown however that copyright is owned by a film company who were not prepared to work with Newbury. This idea was not considered feasible. 

Gary Norman has been approached regarding a Ugandan / Asian Statue. He will report any further developments to the Committee.
15. Forward Work Programme for Civic Pride, Arts & Leisure Committee Meetings.


Noted.
There being no further business the Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm.
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